Accountability Return (AGAR) 2021/22
= The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper

Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide® which is updated from time fo time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external suditor.

+ Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. If the
AGAR contains unapproved or unexplained amendments, it may be retumed and additional costs will be incurred.

uidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and

+ The aulhorily should receive and nole the Annual Intemal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.
+ Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before retuming it to the extemal
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2022.

» The Annual Govermnance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting

Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute referances.

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to

the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

» The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR approval.

- Do not send the extemnal auditor any information not specifically requested. However, you must inform your
external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or Chairman, and provide

relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

+ Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers

all the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank

reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank recondiliation o Box 8 on the accounting

statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners” Guide®,

+ Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the

reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis {o support the full variance.

- [f the external auditor has to review unsolicited information, or receives an incomplete bank reconciliation, or

variances are not fully explained, additional costs may be incurred.

» Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance camed forward from the previous year

(Box 7 of 2021) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2022).

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

+ The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2).
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and

address of the external auditor before 1 July 2022.

Completion checklist — No' answers mean yo

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period

for the excrcise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?
Internal Audit Report | Have all highlighled boxes been compleled by the imtemal auditor and explianations provided 7|
Section 1 For any statement to which the response i 'no’, has an explanation been published?
Seclion 2 Has the authority's approval of the accounting ststements been confirmed by

the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2022 bzen reconciled to Box 87

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2

Irust fungs — have all discosures baen made if the authority as & body comporate is a

sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting Satements unless requested.

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,

can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22

RBtsine ThtasH Couvciwm

During the financial year ended 31 March 2022, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out 2 selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and obtzined appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2021/22 has been carried cut in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to 3 standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective

A. Appropriste accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority compbed with its financial reguistions, payments were supported by invoices, all
expendilure was approved and VAT was appropriately accountad for.

C. This authority assessed the signficant risks o achieving il$ objectives and revewed the adeguacy
of arangements to manage these.

| D. The precept or rates requirement resuited from an adeguate budgetary process; progress against |

| the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were apgropriste. |

E. Expected income was flly received, basad on coTect prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, 2l petly ¢cash expenditure was spproved | * owt
and VAT appropriaiely accounted for, | D

G. Salaries to employees and aiowances to members wera paid in accordance with this suthority's

approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

. Asset and mvestments regisgfg\.wre complete and acourate and properly maintained.

Penodic bank account reconcdiliations were properly carmied cut during the yesr.

Accounting statements prepaned during the year were prepared on the comect accounting basis (receipis
and payments or income and expendilure), agreed (o the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate deblors ands ¢reditors were properly recorded.

K. If the authonity certified itsel? 25 exempt from a imited assurance review in 202021, it met the
exemption crteria and correctly deciared itself exempt. (If the suthonity had & imited assurance
review of s 202021 AGAR tick "not covered ) N S ST T )

L. The authority publishes information on a tree to access websiteiwebpage up 1o date at the time of
the internal audit in accordance with any relevant transparency code requirements \/

SRS

M

NN

———

—_————

‘M. The auﬂwrfty..dunng the previous year (2020-21) comectly provided for the period for the exercise of i
public nghts as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (svidgenced by the notice publshed ./
on the websits and/or authority approved minules conliming the dates sei) _

N. The suthority has complied with the publication requirements for 2020/21 AGAR ‘/'
[see AGAR FPage 7 Guidance Nofes).

0. (For local counciis only)
| Trust funds (including charitabie) ~ The council met its responsivilities as a trustes. _ { v

For any other rigk areas identified by his authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed),

Data(s) internal audit underiaken Name of person who ¢amed out the internal sudit
|9 jo4)2022 Dokt Ghamens ([0 Béa? oF HLuse Lo des)

Signature cf parson who 3{.1 Q,,uM:w\_

camed out the internal sudit
"If the response is ‘no’ please state the implications and action being taken {0 2ddress any weakness in conltrol identified
(add separste sheets if needed).

“*Note: If the response is ‘'not covered' please state when the most recent intemal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; o, if coverage is not required, the annual mternal aud repert must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).

e 19]ov J2zoz2
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section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2021/22
We acknowledge as the members of:

Barking Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that:

prepared IS scoourting SIaaments I Sceordance
with the Accounts arxd Audit Regudations,

1. Ve have put in place arrangements for effective fimancial
managamant dunng e year, and for the preparation of
the accounling statoments.

2. We mantaned an adequate system of intemal control
iNCudng measures cesignad 10 prevent and deted lraud
and comphon and reviewed ils efectiveness

3. W fook 2l reasonsbie steps 10 assure ourstives
Uit theeres arer r> matters of actual or potential
non-cormplance with laws, regulabions and Proper
Fracicas that coukd heve 3 signiicant financial effect
o tha ability of this autherity Lo conduct its
business or manage its finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exarcisa of alactors” rights in accordance with the
requiremants of the Accounts and Audit Reguiations.

5. We cammiod aut an assessment of the risks fading this
authority and took appropnate steps to menege thase
risks, induding the introduction of ntemal controls andlor
extemal insurance cover where requared.

6. We maintsined throughout the year an edequate end
effecsve systam of intem audit of the accounting
records and control systams

7. We tock appropnate action on all imstters mised
in repoets from intemal and extemal audit.

8. We considored whether any Egation, Eabilitics or
commEments, EWaNts oF ransactions, octurming aither

rriede proper arangements and SCoapted responsibilty
for sstequerding the pubilic money and resourcas in
its chage.

g% only done what 2 has the kegal power (o do and has
compied with Proper Practices in daing 50

duning the year geve all persors inferested the opportuniy fo
mnspec! and ssk questions about s suthorily's accounts

considered and documented the fimancial and other risks it
faces and deall with them propenty.

aranged for 3 compatent person, ndependent of the financial
CONMOMs and Drocedures, 1o give an objactive Visw on whether
infemnal contrals meet the needs of this smaller authonty.

respanded to matters brought 1o #s stfention by intemal ang
extemnal sudil.

disciosed averything it should have sbout @5 business sctty
duwing the year inclicding svents laking place afiar the ysar

SSENE NES G N S

duwring or after the year-end, have a finandal impad on and If relevant.
this autherily and, where appropriate, have included them
In the accounting statements.

9. (For lozal councis only) Trust funds induding has met all of &5 rasponsitiities where, a5 2 body
charitsble. In our capacity as the sole managing compovale, i s 2 sole Managing trustes of ¥ focal
trestes we discharged our accountahilty or rusts.

responsibiliies for the fund(siaseets, including
fnancial reporting end, if required, independent
xamination o auot.

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Govemance Statement.

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:

A %«H
and recorded 2= minute reference: Chairman 54
%% (d) Clerk 4\4{7%

www.barking.cnesuffolk.net
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ection 2 — Accounting Statements 2021/22 for
Barking Parish Council

1. Balances broughl Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward 42 787 46,145/ as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree fo
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or far IDBS rales and Jevies)

Levies 10,381 11,000 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
| received.
| 3. (+) Total other recsipts Total income or receipts &s recorded in the cashbook less
| 15,652 15,705] the precept or ratesfevies received (line 2). Include any
| grants received.
| 4. (-) Staff costs Tolal expenditure or payments made 1o and on bahalf

4.074 4.245 of all employeses. Include gross salaries and wages,
a . empioyers NI contributions. employers pension
confributions, graluilies and ssverance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital Totsl expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 0| made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Tofal expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

18.601 14,808 book iess staff costs (line 4) and ioan inferesticapital
repayments (Tne 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 46,145 53,797 | equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and A The sum of all current and deposr bank accounts, cash
short term investments 46,145 53,797| holdings and short termn investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assats plus The vaiue of alil the property the authority owns — it is made
jong term inveatments 31,259 34,691| up of all its fixed assels and long term inveatments as af
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The cutstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all Joans

01 O rrom hird parties (including PWLE).

11. (For Local Councils Only) The Council, s & budy corporate, acts as sole th;sféc for

Disclosure note re Trust funds and is responaible for managing Trust funds or assefs.
(including charitabie) N.B. The figures in the accounling sfalements above do
E nol include any Trust transaclions

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2022 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — 2
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Respensible Financial Officar before being
presented lo the authority for approval

Npo

[9-S - 2422

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

19 5[zo22

as recorded in minute referenca:

lolzz (&)

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting

Statements “’9;?/-
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Bank reconciliation — pro forma

This reconciliation should include all bank and building society accounts, indluding short term investment accounts, It must
column headed “Year ending 31 March 20xx” in Section 2 of the AGAR — and will also agree to Box 7 where the accounts are
and payments basis. Please complete the highlighted boxes, remembering that unpresented cheques should be entered as

Name of smaller authority: [Barking Parish Council J

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): | Suffolk |

Financial year ending 31 March 2022

Prepared by (Name and Role): [Lucinda Rogers Clerk/RFO |
Date: 04/04/2022
£ £
Balance per bank statements as at 31/3/22:
Community a/c 194794
Base Reward alc 35,288.5
Aclive Saver 14
Parish Paths 83.7
[edd more accounts if necassary]
54,852.9
Petty cash float (if applicable) -
Less: any unpresented cheques as at 31/3/22 (enter these as negative numbers)
101896 {299.00)
102002 {756.00)
[add more lines if necessary]
{1,055.00)

Add: any un-banked cash as at 31/3/22

Net balances as at 31/3/22 (Box 8) 53,797.9



Explanation of varlances - pro forma
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Explanation for ‘high’ reserves

(Please complete the highlighted boxes.)
Rox 7 is more than Lwice Box 2 because the authority held the following breakdown of reserves at the year end:

£ £ £
Earmarked reserves:
Footway 9350 To construct footway in the village
CiL 26362 £25,000 reserved for foolway
Asset replacement 4000
Tye management 5000
Footpath group 84
44796
General reserve 9000
9000
Total reserves (must agree to Box 7) 53796



